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SERMON. 


PROV.  XII.  3. 

A  MAN  SHALL  NOT  BE  ESTABLISHED  BY  WICKEDNESS. 

What  is  the  ideal  of  a  man  ?  A  well  proportioned,  sound, 
beautiful,  and  active  body  ;  a  sharp,  clear,  energetic,  and  pro¬ 
ductive  intellect ;  a  vigorous,  warm,  reaching,  and  regulated 
imagination  ;  a  determined  and  courageous  will,  and  lively 
sensibilities.  When  these  qualities  exist  largely  in  any  man, 
he  is,  physically,  great  and  happy.  So  far  as  they  are  appa¬ 
rent  to  others,  he  is  honored.  He  commands  other  men. 
The  majority  yield,  by  a  natural  necessity,  to  his  mysterious 
power  ;  as  waters  find  their  level. 

But,  with  these  qualities  merely,  a  man  is  at  best  but  a 
beautiful  machine,  and  his  movement  may  be  more  destruc¬ 
tive  for  the  very  perfectness  of  his  finish,  like  a  sharp  razor 
working  deceitfully.  We  want  a  superadded  moral  regula¬ 
tor.  There  must  be  a  right  heart.  It  is  true,  the  world  de¬ 
sires  not  this  latter  qualification  ;  and  the  possession  of  it,  as 
things  are,  is  practically  unfavorable  to  a  worldly  influence. 
Good  men  do  not  rule  the  world.  But  without  it  a  man  has 
no  worth  in  God’s  sight ;  and  he  cannot  be  truly  useful,  ex¬ 
cept  mechanically,  to  society.  He  is  not  worthy  to  be  called 
a  man.  He  answers  to  no  acknowledged  standard.  The 
bad  world  itself  never  paints  a  man  without  it  ;  though  it 
practically  refuses  it  in  the  management  of  its  affairs.  It  is 
willing  to  be  led  temporarily  by  monsters  ;  but  it  is  too  jeal¬ 
ous  of  its  artistic  reputation  to  hang  up  their  likeness,  and  of 
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its  ultimate  safety  to  endorse  them.  If  it  prefer  such,  as  it 
does,  for  its  selfish  uses  and  occasions,  it  puts  a  disguise  up¬ 
on  them  to  conceal  their  interior  deformity. 

But  picture  to  yourself  a  man,  a  true  man,  such  as  the 
world  approves,  though  it  loves  him  not,  and  such  as  God 
both  approves  and  loves  ;  a  man  great  and  good  here,  and 
blessed  eternally  ;  I  say,  picture  to  yourself  such  a  man,  and 
then  ask,  How  can  the  image  become  a  reality  ?  How  can 
you  become  such  a  man  yourself  ?  Or,  to  make  the  matter 
still  more  impressive,  by  the  natural  contrast,  ask,  what  must 
be  fatal  to  such  a  reality  ? 

I  will  answer  that  latter  question  in  this  discourse, — with  a 
slight  accommodation  of  the  text, — by  showing,  that  wick¬ 
edness  is  destructive  of  true  manhood. 

Wickedness  is  habitual  sinning  —  a  sinful  character.  Sin 
is  transgression  of  the  law.  It  is  the  acting  out  of  a  sin¬ 
ful  nature  in  violation  of  known  precepts.  It  is  the  act¬ 
ing  out  of  a  sinful  nature  ;  for  otherwise  it  must  proceed  from 
an  unsinful  nature,  which  is  an  absurdity  ;  or  it  must  be  the 
effect  of  Divine  agency,  which  is  impiety.  Sinning  against 
law  is  an  effect.  It  must  have  a  cause.  That  cause  must 
be  original  sin  in  man,  according  to  the  Bible  ;  or  it  must  be 
the  volition  of  his  Maker,  or  a  developement  of  the  uncreat¬ 
ed  essence,  according  to  the  baptized  or  unbaptized  panthe¬ 
ism  of  the  schools.  We  accept  the  Bible  ; — “  By  nature  chil¬ 
dren  of  wrath.”  “  By  one  man’s  disobedience  many  were 
made  sinners.”  What  was  the  cause  of  Adam’s  sin  is  beyond 
our  faculties.  Conscience,  while  unsophisticated,  gives  the 
same  account.  I  doubt  not,  we  all  consciously  labor,  more  or 
less,  under  a  perceived  tendency  and  impulse,  reaching  back 
into  the  forgotten  past,  and  beyond  all  tracing,  to  do  wrong ;  to 
be  excessive  ;  to  violate  our  sense  of  right ;  to  gratify  unduly 
our  disordered  appetites  ;  to  set  up  in  independence  of  author¬ 
ity  ;  to  oppose  our  self-will  to  parents,  teachers,  and  governors, 
and  to  the  government  of  God ;  and  to  take  our  destiny  into  our 
own  hands.  The  Bible  does  not  admit  that  any  man  knows 
himself  who  is  ignorant  of  these  facts  ;  and  it  is  the  effectual 
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apprehension  of  these  facts  which  constitutes  conviction  of 
sin.  The  first  step  to  true  manhood  is  this  knowledge  of  our¬ 
selves.  Without  this  we  continue  sinning,  according  to  na¬ 
ture,  and  are  destroyed. 

I.  The  violation  of  the  laws  of  our  material  nature  is 
destructive  of  manhood. 

Our  bodies  are  organized  by  God  for  certain  necessary, 
useful,  and  pleasurable  purposes.  Within  certain  limits,  if 
we  use  them  according  to  their  design,  they  expand,  strength¬ 
en,  become  inlets  of  exciting  thoughts,  bring  near  to  us  mate¬ 
rials  of  comprehensive  reasoning,  and  constantly  minister  im¬ 
provement  and  delight.  We  are  complex  beings.  The  body 
is  as  necessary  to  manhood  as  the  mind  ;  and  the  relation  of 
these  different  constituents  of  manhood  is  such  that  neither 
can  attain  to  the  end  of  its  being  without  the  other.  They 
do  not  in  this  world,  and  they  will  not  in  the  world  to  come  ; 
for  neither  the  happiness  of  good  men,  nor  the  misery  of  bad 
men,  can  be  perfected,  hereafter,  till  the  period  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  resurrections.  But  the  propensity  of  the  sinful  nature  is 
ever  to  the  abuse  of  the  body,  to  avoid  the  discipline  of 
wholesome  exercise,  restraint,  and  nurture  ;  and  to  stimulate 
the  powers  for  present,  selfish  enjoyment,  beyond  their  point 
of  bearing.  The  eye  craves,  unduly,  pleasant  sights  ;  the  ear, 
sounds  ;  the  palate,  tastes ;  while  the  arch  deceiver  ever  whis¬ 
pers,  1  Eat,  drink,  tomorrow  shall  be  as  this  day  and  more 
abundant  ‘  Ye  shall  be  as  gods.’  He  who  is  not  taught, 
in  this  respect,  to  resist  the  devil  ;  or,  being  taught,  yet  overt¬ 
ly,  or  stealthily  gratifies  the  stimulated  passion,  destroys  his 
manhood.  His  excessive  eating  and  drinking  obstruct  his 
vessels,  overtask  his  nerves,  and  clog  his  intellect  ;  his  excit¬ 
ed  taste  for  sights  and  sounds  destroys  the  balance  of  these 
and  all  related  appetites  ;  his  sensual  indulgence,  of  whatev¬ 
er  sort,  re-acts  upon  all  his  overtasked  organs,  and  they  in 
their  over-excitement,  or  their  re-acting  lassitude,  drive  or 
drag  all  his  related  powers,  till,  before  the  time  of  manhood, 
he  is  a  wreck.  His  manhood  is  old  age,  incapable  of  manly 
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pursuits  ;  and  his  old  age,  if  he  is  miserable  enough  to  reach 
it,  is  sores  and  rottenness,  imbecility  and  pain;  and,  inwardly, 
beastly  stupor,  or  harrowing  remorse.  There  is  no  sight  more 
revolting  or  distressing  to  a  virtuous  mind  than  an  ungodly 
old  man  thus  judicially  accursed. 

Even  bad  men,  if  they  would  attain  to  physical  excellence, 
and  to  consideration  in  the  world,  violate  not  the  material 
laws.  The  racer,  the  pugilist,  the  money-getter,  the  dema¬ 
gogue,  the  scholar,  just  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  self¬ 
ish  principle,  bring  under  their  body.  They  will  rise  in  the 
morning,  will  weigh  their  food,  cut  short  their  draughts, 
plunge  into  the  stream,  and  climb  the  mountain;  they  will 
cleanse  their  apartments,  suit  their  clothing  to  the  tempera¬ 
ture,  and  observe  these  and  all  other  laws  of  health,  as  care¬ 
fully  as  they  would  study  or  apply  the  principles  of  the  art 
or  science  in  which  they  hope  to  obtain  pre-eminence.  Diet 
and  regimen  are  as  much  a  part  of  their  education,  as  the  use 
of  books  or  tools ;  and  they  no  more  hope  to  be  proficient  in 
one  respect  without  the  other  than  they  would  expect  to  re¬ 
concile  contradictions,  or  arrest  the  course  of  nature. 

The  general  laws  of  related  bodily  and  mental  life  and 
health  are  as  certain  and  immutable  as  gravity.  God  has 
made  nothing  in  vain,  nothing  without  its  design,  its  uses,  its 
limits,  its  modes,  its  times  and  quantities.  The  penalties  of 
sinning  correspond  to  the  nature  of  every  particular  case,  but 
are  equally  certain  in  all  oases.  If  you  fall  from  a  sufficient 
height  you  are  dashed  in  pieces.  If  you  are  intemperate, 
you  are  consumed.  If  you  are  licentious,  you  turn  to 
putrefaction.  Destruction  comes,  though  it  be  delayed, 
and  in  general  is  the  more  terrible  in  so  far  as  the  catas¬ 
trophe  is  deferred.  Do  we  add  to  these  sinnings  against 
nature  that  of  disbelieving  those  whom  God  has  appoint¬ 
ed  to  warn  us  of  evil  ?  That  vice  of  the  mind  re-acts 
more  severely  upon  the  bad  physical  propensity,  and  together 
they  soon  accomplish  the  destruction  both  of  soul  and  body. 
What  wrecks  of  this  sort  are  strewed  all  along  the  shores  of 
life  !  What  wrecks  have  I  not  seen,  within  these  twenty-two 


7 


years,  of  young  men  at  College  !  But  if  you  would  see  the 
Golgotha,  go  to  the  cities.  You  may  decorate  the  place  of 
skulls,  but  you  have  not  cheated  the  destroyer  of  his  prey. 
Beneath  the  proud  marble  the  curse  festers  till  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  ;  and  then  begin  the  gnawings  of  the  deathless  worm. 

Do  you  say,  there  are  exceptions  ?  But  they  are  merely 
seeming,  or  temporary,  or  partial.  If  one  appears  to  thrive 
bodily,  or  mentally,  or  officially,  while  guilty  of  excesses  ; 
look  again  more  narrowly,  and  you  will  see  imperfection, 
premature  decay,  intellectual  weakness,  inconsistency,  con¬ 
trivance,  subterfuge,  false  pretences,  and  moral  obliquity. 
Look  again,  and  you  will  see  leaning,  falling,  plunging. 
Look  again,  and  you  will  see  nothing.  “  I  saw  the  wicked  in 
great  power,  and  spreading  himself  like  the  green  bay  tree  ; 
but  he  passed  away,  and  lo !  he  was  not ;  Yea,  I  sought  him, 
but  he  could  not  be  found.”  Or,  if  there  are  a  few  who  hold 
on  and  hold  out,  in  this  way  of  sinning,  to  seventy  years,  they 
are  too  few  comparatively  to  be  accounted  of  :  they  are  Sa¬ 
tan’s  lures  to  cheat  and  captivate  the  unwary.  Do  you  say, 
I  will  be  like  them  ?  But  have  you  a  constitution  like  theirs, 
or  modifying  influences,  or  counteracting  tendencies  ?  How 
know  you  that  you  will  be  one  of  a  thousand  ?  While  you 
say  it,  your  feet  stumble,  and  you  are  dead  before  you  have 
crossed  the  threshold  of  manhood.  Your  very  affectation  to 
be  like  them  shows  that  you  are  not  like  them.  Or,  if  you 
are,  you  defer  your  fall  a  few  years,  only  to  make  your  ru¬ 
in  more  terrible  and  hopeless. 

II.  Equally  destructive  to  manhood ,  is  violation  of  the 
mental  laws . 

The  mind,  so  far  as  we  can  define  it,  and  that  is  only  by 
its  conscious  processes,  may  be  regarded  but  as  a  more  sub¬ 
tile  organization.  For,  although  that  which  we  call  mind,  or 
soul,  is  a  unique  substance  in  which  all  the  powers  inhere, 
or  of  which  all  the  powers  are  natural  manifestations  ;  that 
substance  is  past  all  human  comprehension,  and  we  know  it 
but  as  it  declares  itself  by  its  various  actings.  These  are  sen- 
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sibility,  perception,  thought,  reason,  imagination,  and  will,  by 
which  the  soul  is  brought  into  communication  with  the  ex¬ 
ternal  world,  with  its  fellow  beings,  and  its  Creator.  In  oth¬ 
er  words,  the  mind  acts  in  these  various  ways,  all  of  which 
are  more  or  less  related  to  corresponding  organs  or  powers  of 
the  body  and  dependent  upon  them.  These  powers  of  the 
soul,  like  those  of  the  body,  have  their  proper  and  character¬ 
istic  laws  ;  that  is,  their  constituted  modes  of  activity,  all  de¬ 
pendent  upon  use,  exercise,  cultivation,  discipline.  Any 
violation  of  these  laws ;  that  is,  any  disuse,  or  abuse,  any  un¬ 
due  and  disproportionate  exercise  of  any  mental  faculty  en¬ 
feebles  or  destroys  it ;  and,  because  all  the  faculties  are  mu¬ 
tually  related  and  dependent,  tends  to  enfeeble  or  destroy 
the  whole  mental,  and  the  whole  material  constitution  One 
faculty  may  be  overstrained  for  a  time,  and  make  a  show  of 
great  excellence,  in  consequence  of  constitutional  irregularity, 
or  disproportionate  culture  ;  so  that  we  sometimes  observe  a 
precocious  genius,  or  some  remarkable  developement  of  tal¬ 
ent,  and  are  led  to  expect  distinguished  eminence  by  and  by. 
But  that  expectation  is  naturally  disappointed;  for  when 
the  curious  machinery  works  unequally,  the  undue  friction 
soon  wears  out  the  burdened  organ,  and  after  a  while  the 
whole  becomes  deranged,  and  prematurely  stops.  The  men¬ 
tal  prodigies,  the  mushrooms  ol'intellectual  vegetation,  like 
Jonah’s  gourd,  in  general,  grow  in  a  night,  and  perish  in  a 
night. 

“  So  wise  so  young,  they  say,  do  ne’er  live  long.” 

It  is  a  great  misfortune  to  be  a  genius,  and  great  folly  to 
affect  genius.  I  mean,  it  is  a  great  misfortune  in  respect  to 
personal  character,  to  true  manhood.  It  may  be  useful  to  so¬ 
ciety  that  one  man  should  overtask  his  perceptive  faculty,  or 
his  vocal  powers,  though  at  the  cost  of  all  other  elements  of 
character  ;  for  thereby  the  world  obtains  higher  specimens  of 
art ; — or  of  the  reasoning  power,  for  thereby  we  have  profound¬ 
er  researches  in  science ; — or  the  imagination,  for  so  poetry, 
and  what  is  now  called  philosophy,  are  enhanced.  At  least, 
so  it  is  often  reasoned  ;  though  I  doubt  the  reasoning  ought  to 
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be  reviewed,  and  that  a  destructive  social  fallacy  underlies  it. 
But  the  distinguished  artist,  poet,  philosopher,  is  likely  to  be  so 
at  the  expense  of  his  general  manhood.  He  cultivates  one 
faculty  to  the  disadvantage,  more  or  less,  of  others  ;  and  the 
laws  of  the  neglected  faculties,  though  with  various  modifi¬ 
cations  and  allowances,  visit  him  with  their  established  pen¬ 
alties.  His  greatness  in  one  respect  is  offset  by  greater  little¬ 
ness  in  others.  Great  men,  it  is  said,  have  great  faults. 
There  is  just  the  reason  for  it  which  I  have  stated.  On  the 
whole,  they  are  not  great  men.  We  miscall  them  great,  in 
general,  only  because  the  glare  of  some  stimulated  faculty 
has  blinded  us  to  the  bad  working  of  their  other  powers.  The 
man  of  true  manhood  is  he  who  does  not  show  it  by  any  mark¬ 
ed  peculiarity  ;  in  whom  there  is  such  a  proportioning  and 
harmonizing  of  all  the  faculties,  that  there  is  nothing  especial¬ 
ly  to  take  notice  of  ;  and  nothing  to  impress  you  with  a  sense 
of  greatness  till  he  is  dead,  and  you  are  put  to  looking  about 
for  another  to  fill  his  place.  There  is  but  one  such  in  an  age. 
There  are  many  great  orators,  or  great  politicians,  or  great 
financiers,  or  great  preachers  ;  to  whom  the  people  shout  ho¬ 
sannahs.  But  where  are  the  great  men ,  who  save  the  people  ? 

Yet  there  is  a  greater  misfortune  than  to  be  a  genius,  or  to 
exercise  one  talent  to  the  detriment  of  others  ;  or  rather,  there 
is  a  sin  greater  than  the  misfortune,  and  that  is,  the  sheer 
neglect,  or  the  wanton  abuse  of  any  or  of  all  the  powers. — 
What  should  we  think  of  one  who  having  eyes  should  choose 
to  be  blindfolded,  or  should  plug  his  ears  and  nostrils,  or  cramp 
himself  with  manacles  and  fetters,  or  obliterate,  so  far  as  he 
could,  all  the  natural  impressions  of  the  senses  ?  Or  worse, 
one  who  should  open  his  eyes  only  to  deformities  ;  delight  his 
ears  with  harsh  discords,  or  his  nostrils  with  foul  smells  ;  and 
handle  burrs  and  nettles ;  and  convert  all  the  good  gifts  of  God 
to  occasions  of  gratifying  corrupt  tastes,  and  morbid  sensibil¬ 
ities  ?  But  such  a  man  is  a  prince  to  one  who  violates  the 
higher  properties  of  the  mind ;  who  makes  the  organs  of  sense 
inlets  only  to  base  materials  of  thought  ;  who  prostitutes  his 

reasoning  faculties  to  the  purposes  of  error  and  unbelief;  who 
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feasts  his  imagination  upon  impurities  and  obscenities,  and 
makes  his  will  subservient  lo  vile  affections.  For  the  due  ex¬ 
ercise  of  our  various  faculties  there  are  the  proper  objects  of 
contemplation  and  study  in  the  external  world  ;  there  is  fit¬ 
ting  discipline  of  the  family  and  the  school ;  and,  for  higher 
professional  life,  the  apparatus  of  higher  science.  All  good 
arts  and  letters  invite  us  ;  and  it  is  so  ordered  by  a  benignant 
Providence  in  this  world,  that  in  proportion  to  all  the  calls  and 
necessities  of  society,  means  of  culture  are  at  hand  to  qualify 
such  as  are  wanted  for  public  functionaries.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  lack  of  means  in  any  country  of  the  world,  at 
any  particular  point  of  time,  for  all  the  advancement  of  which 
its  inhabitants  arc,  at  that  particular  point  of  time,  susceptible. 
As  a  general  thing,  the  supply  is  equal  to  the  demand.  God 
governs  the  world,  in  this  respect,  as  well  as,  all  things  con¬ 
sidered,  it  can  be  governed.  Perhaps  the  danger  is,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  that  we  force  the  means  of  intellectual  advancement  out 
of  due  proportion  to  the  wants  of  society  in  other  respects,  as 
we  shall  learn  by  and  by.  But  if  we  will  substitute  for  ex¬ 
isting  natural  means  of  culture,  such  as  God  has  ordained,  or 
universal  experience  has  sanctioned,  our  own  visionary  meth¬ 
ods,  or  neglect  all  methods  ;  if  we  will  expend  our  powers 
upon  vain  pursuits,  and  the  time  of  study  in  sloth  or  pleas¬ 
urable  excitements,  or  weaken  the  intellectual  powers  by  sen¬ 
sual  indulgencies,  surely  that  violation  of  the  law  of  our 
minds  must  bring  its  own  penalty  in  the  induced  imbecilities 
of  ignorance  and  incompetence,  in  evident  insufficiency  for 
the  places  to  which  we  are  appointed,  and  the  reproach  which 
ever  follows  upon  prostituted  and  degraded  intellect.  The 
judgment  is  defend  often,  in  this  case,  as  in  others  ;  but  it  is 
as  sure  as  it  is  deserved  ;  and,  though  deferred  long,  it  is  like¬ 
ly  to  come  at  a  time  and  in  manner  and  degree  altogether 
more  inconvenient  and  difficult  to  us  than  if  we  had  suffered 
at  the  precise  period  of  our  delinquency.  In  general  it  is  a 
great  mercy  to  be  obliged  to  suffer  at  the  time  we  sin  ;  for 
suffering  is  then  more  likely  to  be  monitory,  and  preventive 
of  greater  evil.  But  when  it  is  delayed,  there  is  probably  no 
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remedy.  It  is  then  too  late  to  be  saved.  They  whom  God 
permits  to  escape  a  long  while  are,  in  general,  judicially  har¬ 
dened,  and  their  destruction  cometh  like  an  armed  man.  If 
transgressors  knew,  or  would  consider  that  they  really  inflict 
upon  themselves  the  greatest  injury,  when  they  practise  the 
most  ingenious  artifices  to  escape  detection,  or  the  natural 
consequences  of  negligence  and  abuse  of  powers,  methinks 
they  would  be  scared  back  into  more  reasonable  pursuits. 
Separate  penalty  from  crime,  or  mitigate  it,  and  by  and  by 
crime  leads  the  fashion  ;  it  is  the  order  of  the  day  and  of  the 
night.  God  speaks  then  in  thunderbolts  ;  and  instead  of 
correction  is  destruction. 

Our  times  are  fraught  with  peculiar  dangers  in  this  respect; 
and  there  is  great  reason  to  fear,  in  the  coming  generations,  a 
more  general  dwarfing  of  the  intellect.  Our  steaming  civ¬ 
ilization  forces  up  all  manner  o‘f  materials  and  excitements 
for  those  kinds  of  sensual  gratification  that  most  debase  the 
intellect,  and  varieties  of  literary  and  philosophical  curiosities, 
or  loose  methods  of  professional  study  and  engagement  that 
that  soonest  dissipate  and  enfeeble  it.  The  wheels  that  roll 
along  our  bread-stuffs  more  conveniently,  roll  along  also,  in 
greater  proportion,  sweetmeats,  nosegays  and  narcotics.  It  is 
as  easy  to  use  the  power-press  for  false  as  true  science  ;  and 
for  wanton  fiction  as  for  moral  essays  ;  and  for  infidel  tracts 
as  for  the  Holy  Scriptures  ;  and  for  street-sweepings  in  the 
penny-papers,  as  for  instructive  knowledge  in  more  costly 
journals.  The  cost  of  all  this  trash  is  less,  because  the  de¬ 
mand  is  greater.  It  is  driven  faster,  because  the  craving  is 
more  intense.  Sue,  and  Sand,  and  all  that  kind  go  round  the 
world  while  Milton,  Edwards  and  Bunyan  are  crossing  their 
thresholds. 

I  know  it  is  invidious  to  question  these  things,  because 
they  compose  a  part  of  what  we  call  the  march  of  civiliza¬ 
tion,  our  progress  to  perfection  ;  they  help  to  swell  the  divi¬ 
dends,  and  to  introduce  the  golden  age,  the  heaven  of  our  phi¬ 
losophy.  But  there  is  another  heaven  from  which  I  greatly 
fear  they  will  debar  us.  I  greatly  fear  the  intellect  of  the 
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coming  generation  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  difficult  times 
which  must  naturally  ensue  when  Humanity  shall  have  free 
scope  to  act  out  the  desires  of  the  natural  mind.  They  say 
there  are  no  men  in  Europe  now,  who  are  equal  to  the  times, 
except  one,  and  he  not  a  man,  but  a  bear,  whose  emblem,  the 
black  storm-cloud,  is  gathering  in  the  north,  and  now  and 
then  a  forked  streak  reveals  the  dense  substratum  that  will, 
by  and  by,  come  down  sweeping  over  the  dainty  plains  be¬ 
low.  It  may  be  so  here  and  every  where.  It  is  possible  to 
have  all  humanity  and  no  men  ;  ail  whole,  and  no  Saviours  ; 
it  is  possible  to  have  model  prisons,  and  no  justice  ;  model 
school-houses,  and  no  learning  ;  model  churches,  and  no  re¬ 
ligion  ;  model  States,  and  no  government  ;  a  model  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  no  Christ.  And  if  this  is  possible,  it  is  worth  the 
while  to  inquire  about  it.  I  would  not  say  this  ;  but  some¬ 
body  must  say  it,  that  some  may  be  saved  ;  and  some  must 
be  saved,  or  God’s  covenant  will  fail,  which  cannot  fail. — 
“  The  foundation  of  God  standeth  sure.”  God  grant  that 
you  may  be  secure  upon  it  when  the  day  of  retribution 
comes  ! 

III.  All  violation  of  the  moral  laws  is  destructive  to  true 
manhood. 

The  moral  laws  are  all  reducible  to  one  :  “  Thou  shall  love;” 
for  they  are  built  upon  the  true  philosophy  of  our  moral  na¬ 
ture,  which  consists  but  of  one  property,  affection.  The  law 
is  not  ‘  Thou  shall  see,  or  taste,  or  smell,  or  touch,  or  hear 
it  is  not  1  Thou  shall  perceive,  or  feel,  or  think,  or  reason,  or 
imagine,  or  will  nor  the  reverse  ;  but,  “  Thou  shalt  love.” 
The  moral  law  is  not  for  us  in  common  with  the  brutes, 
whose  physical  powers  of  body  and  mind  are  analagous  to 
our  own.  It  is  for  us  alone,  in  this  world,  for  we  alone  are 
capable  of  love.  Love  is  our  motive  power  ;  not  instinct, 
like  the  brutes  ;  not  the  electric  play  of  nerves,  like  theirs  ; 
not  will,  which  obeys  the  mysterious  galvanism  in  their  rud¬ 
er  or  finer  structure  ;  not  sensibility,  for  even  crocodiles  can 
weep  ;  not  temperament,  for  virtue  and  vice  flow  not  out  of 


the  secretory  glands  ; — but  love,  by  which  we  will  and  do, 
not  what  we  must  or  must  not,  physically,  like  the  brutes  ; 
but  what  we  ought  or  ought  not,  morally,  like  the  angels,  but 
a  little  lower. 

“  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and 
all  thy  soul,  and  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.” 
There  can  be  no  true  manhood  without  obedience  to  this  law. 
For,  without  love  there  is  no  adequate  motive  power  of  will, 
or  reason,  or  nerves  and  muscles  ;  or  rather,  without  love  the 
motive  power  is  hate.  We  are  moral  beings,  and  we  cannot 
be  otherwise.  If  we  love  not  we  shall  hate  ;  and  will  hating 
make  a  man  ?  Is  there  any  manly  virtue  in  a  sour,  curdled, 
misanthropic,  selfish  spirit  ?  in  a  profane,  ungodly  spirit  ? 
in  a  wild,  disorderly  spirit  ?  These  may  seem  to  be  man¬ 
hood.  The  stirrings  of  any  of  our  bad  passions  produce  a 
consciousness  of  being,  of  active  powers,  and  a  rapid  exer¬ 
cise  of  whatever  powers  or  faculties  we  possess  ;  perhaps  for 
the  time  a  more  rapid  and  energetic  activity  than  that  which 
is  produced  by  a  right  affection.  But  there  is  re-action  pres¬ 
ently.  In  that  re-acting  process,  whatever  manhood  we  seem 
to  have  is  precipitated  ;  and  what  remains  is  a  worthless  com¬ 
pound  that  is  cast  away. 

“  Thou  shalt  love.”  What  stimulus  can  supply  the  place 
of  this  ?  What  gaudy,  meretricious  covering  can  conceal  the 
want  of  it  ?  What  rules,  and  forms,  what  laws  and  dogmas, 
what  probation  and  discipline  can  regulate  the  bad  activity  of 
of  its  antagonistic  principle  ?  We  must  love  if  we  would  be 
men.  If  we  love  not  we  are  not  men  but  monsters,  painted 
it  may  be,  bedizzened,  humored,  cozened,  flattered  into  good 
seeming  for  a  time,  but  ready  upon  every  fit  occasion  to  de- 
velope  the  unholy  element  within.  We  must  love  if  we 
would  be  free  men.  If  we  love  not,  we  are  not  freemen,  but 
slaves,  restrained  it  may  be,  compelled  and  driven,  or  tortur¬ 
ed  into  a  mechanical  subserviency  ;  but  without  a  character, 
without  the  capacity  to  go  alone,  without  the  power  of  true  and 
legitimate  accomplishment, destroyers  and  self-destroyers  when 
our  manacles  are  taken  off.  Without  love  we  are  machines. 
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There  must  then  be  a  spring  of  steel  to  make  us  perform  our 
revolutions  ;  a  steaming  cylinder  to  propel  us  onwards  ;  a 
chain  and  brake  to  control  our  insensate  movement.  With¬ 
out  love,  which  is  not  a  faculty,  but  a  principle,  every  faculty 
or  power  which  constitute  the  other  elements  of  manhood, 
whether  of  the  body  or  the  mind,  are  merely  physical,  and, 
though  more  refined  and  subtile  than  the  analagous  constitu¬ 
ents  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  creation,  are  in  kind  not  different. 
Without  love  we  are  but  a  system  of  wheels  and  levers,  or  a 
brute  compound  of  material  and  mental  organs,  which  bring 
us  into  no  affinity  with  God,  into  no  relationship  with  each 
other,  but  that  of  a  temporary  convenience.  That  temporary 
relation  is  broken  forever  when  the  occasion  ceases,  as  the 
silly  bird  casts  her  fledged  young  out  of  the  nest,  and  they 
quit  it  both  to  be  undistinguished,  each  one  for  itself  alone, 
amidst  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  air. 

“  Thou  shalt  love.”  True,  we  are  fallen  beings  :  we  love 
not,  and  hence  the  confusions  and  disorders  of  this  lost  world. 
Love  is  a  spontaneous  affection  ;  it  is  a  life  ;  it  is  the  life  of 
the  soul,  and  without  it  we  are  dead.  That  state  of  moral 
death  is  the  state  of  all  the  unregenerate  world!  Hence  the 
need  of  Christ.  Wherefore  Christ  came,  an  atoning  sacrifice 
for  our  sins.  In  consequence  comes  down  the  Holy  Ghost 
to  quicken  us  from  the  death  of  sin.  There  is  hope  for  us. 
“  Thou  shalt  love.”  We  cannot,  for  the  life  is  extinct.  But 
Christ  giveth  life  from  the  dead.  From  the  most  absolute 
and  hopeless  state  of  death  Christ  can  save.  He  who  brought 
up  Lazarus  from  the  grave,  can  give  to  Mary  Magdalene, 
and  to  the  thief  upon  the  cross,  and  Saul  of  Tarsus,  and  you 
and  me,  sinners  as  we  are,  a  heart  to  love.  From  a  loving 
heart  he  can  dispose  us  to  produce  good  things ;  to  bring  our 
ill-tempered,  and  ill-regulated  bodies  into  subjection  ;  to  com¬ 
pose  our  disordered  minds;  to  hush  the  waves  of  passion;  to 
subdue  the  rebellious  will  ;  to  put  reason  upon  the  track  of 
truth;  to  curb  the  vagrant  fancy  ;  and  make  it  and  all  the  pow¬ 
ers  subordinate  to  a  living  faith.  The  Gospel  puts  us  into 
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this  relation  to  the  government  of  God,  administered  as  it  is 
by  Christ,  the  manifestation  of  God.  We  can  be  saved  ;  and 
the  new  love  of  Christ,  the  new  commandment  written  upon 
the  recovered  soul,  has  a  power  which  no  other  love,  not  the 
love  of  angels  could  have,  without  such  a  new  creation.  To 
be  men,  then,  we  must  be  Christians.  The  Christian  has 
been  called  the  highest  style  of  man.  But  to  any  true  man¬ 
hood  Christ  is  indispensable.  We  have  a  right  to  distrust  all 
the  appearances  of  manhood  when  there  is  not  a  living  faith. 
For,  what  else  can  invigorate,  and  harmonize,  and  regulate 
the  disordered  powers  ?  God  has  constituted  a  relation  be¬ 
tween  all  the  powers  and  principles  of  our  complex  nature. 
Can  one  be  true,  when  the  rest  are  false  ?  Can  one  be  equal 
when  rest  are  unequal  ?  Can  the  centrifugal  force  be  over¬ 
come,  when  there  is  no  centripetal  ?  Shall  we  not  rolloff  into 
regions  of  darkness  when  there  is  no  attraction  to  the  source 
of  light  ?  We  may  roll  off  as  stars,  and  our  starry  vapor  may 
be  more  brilliant  for  a  time  for  the  manufactured  fire  with 
which  we  kindle  it  ;  but  it  is  soon  quenched.  “  How  art  thou 
fallen  from  heaven,  O  Lucifer!  son  of  the  morning!”  Do  you 
say  there  can  be  beauty  without  Christ  ?  But  it  is  paint  and 
semblance,  and  it  fades  away.  Or  strength  ?  But  rest  upon 
it  in  the  time  of  danger,  and  it  betrays  you.  It  is  not  essen¬ 
tial,  but  artificial ;  not  bone  and  muscle,  but  a  staff.  Or  wis¬ 
dom  ?  But  it  is  ingenuity,  chicane.  It  beguiles  you  into  sub¬ 
tleties  and  wiles,  and  robs  you  just  when  you  expect  ripe  at¬ 
tainment,  success,  and  power.  In  your  last  conclusion  the 
hidden  fallacy  comes  out.  Or  science  ?  But  wait  a  little, 
and  see  what  becomes,  as  what  has  become  of  knowledge 
that  is  not  conformed  to  the  mind  of  God  !  What  is  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  successive  systems  that  have  in  turns  misled  the 
unbelieving  world  ?  Let  us  learn  by  experience,  if  we  will 
not  accept  out  of  the  Bible  what  is  written,  u  Behold,  all  ye 
that  kindle  a  fire,  and  compass  youselves  about  with  sparks  ! 
Walk  in  the  light  of  your  fire  and  the  sparks  that  ye  have 
kindled.  This  shall  ye  have  at  my  hands,  ye  shall  lie  down 
in  sorrow.”  Do  I  make  too  much  of  Christ  ?  But  not 
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more  than  Christ  maketh  of  himself  :  “  If  any  man  love 
not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  let  him  be  anathema” — accursed — 
“  maranatha” — when  the  Lord  cometh  !  Does  not  the  sen¬ 
tence  rest  upon  the  whole  unloving  man,  body  and  soul  ? — 
He  is  all  wrong,  when  the  heart  is  wrong.  The  greater  in¬ 
cludes  the  related  less.  The  less  has  its  character  from  the 
related  greater.  True,  this  is  a  great  disparagement  of  this 
world.  But  I  make  it  not.  It  is  the  judgment  of  him  who 
made  the  world,  and  knows  perfectly  to  what  a  state  it  has 
been  reduced  by  sin  :  “  For  the  wisdom  of  this  world  is 

foolishness  with  God.”  And,  “  All  that  is  in  the  world,  the 
lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is 
not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world.  And  the  world  pass- 
eth  away,  and  the  lust  thereof.” 

To  what  a  conclusion,  my  hearers,  have  we  come  !  Christ, 
or  death  :  not  the  death  of  the  body  ;  for  there  is  no  discharge 
to  saint  or  sinner,  in  that  war ;  but  an  interior  death,  a  living 
death,  the  second  death,  an  everlasting  agony  of  dying.  Christ 
or  death  :  not  a  substituted  Christ  ;  not  a  Christ  of  forms  or 
shadows  ;  not  a  Christ  of  the  puling  sentiments ;  nor  a  Christ 
of  the  ambitious  reason  ;  nor  a  Christ  of  the  enthusiastic  fan¬ 
cy  ;  nor  a  Christ  of  the  self-determined  will  ;  none  of  these 
selfish,  man-created  Christs,  the  false  gods  of  our  spiritual 
idolatry,  which  the  world  is  now  setting  up  in  all  its  high 
places  and  groves,  and  under  every  green  tree  ;  but  the  real 
Christ  of  the  Bible,  Christ  the  man,  Christ  the  God,  Christ 
the  God-man  ;  Christ  who  obeyed  the  law  for  us,  and  bore 
its  curse  for  us  ;  “  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,  justified  in  the 
Spirit,  seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the  Gentiles,  believed 
on  in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory.”  Surely,  in  whomso¬ 
ever  the  true  Christ  dwelleth,  he  is  a  man,  a  new  man,  a  true 
man,  a  man  of  God,  and  fit  to  be  called  a  man,  if  he  main¬ 
tains  his  birthright,  and  bends  not  his  knee  nor  his  soul  to 
the  Baals  and  Ashtaroths  of  this  world.  He  is  right  at  the 
centre,  the  heart,  and  to  this  centre  gravitate  all  the  powers, 
by  the  sanctifying  Spirit,  finding  their  place,  and  their  rela- 
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tions,  and  their  temper,  and  their  lines  of  motion,  till  such 
time  as  the  whole  luminous  body  shall  be  perfected,  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  wheel  into  its  everlasting  orbit  in  a  higher  sphere. 
Oh,  what  a  glorious  galaxy  is  there,  the  blood-bought  church 
of  God,  not  nebulse,  but  stars  and  suns  to  reflect  the  glory  of 
God  in  Christ  throughout  the  moral  system,  for  whose  sake 
these  heavens  and  this  earth  were  formed,  and  for  whose 
sake  they  shall  pass  away,  and  all  things  shall  be  made 
new. 

Will  you  not  be  partakers  of  that  glory  ?  Christ  has  died, 
and  you  can  be  absolved  from  your  past  guilt.  Christ  inter¬ 
cedes  in  heaven,  and  his  Spirit  can  restore  your  souls.  Christ 
will  be  revealed  from  heaven,  and  he  can  take  you  to  himself, 
that  where  he  is  you  may  be  also.  Christ  invites- you,  by  his 
word,  by  his  cross,  and  by  his  crown.  Oh,  that  you  would 
hear  !  Oh,  that  while  we  speak  to  your  ears,  to  rouse  the 
slumbering  conscience,  to  convince  the  judgment,  to  stir  the 
feelings,  which  are  the  proper  uses  of  the  word  of  truth,  he 
would  speak  to  your  hearts  that  other,  that  sovereign  word 
which  bids  you  live  !  Sinner,  will  you  die  ?  It  is  just  you 
should.  But  now  is  a  time  of  mercy.  Will  you  spurn  that 
mercy  ?  Sinner,  will  you  die,  despising  the  dying  Christ  ? 
True,  he  was  a  man,  a  poor  man,  a  man  of  sorrows  and  ac¬ 
quainted  with  grief.  But  by  poverty  and  suffering  he  pur¬ 
chased  redemption,  a  kingdom,  and  power  and  glory  forev¬ 
er.  Sinner,  will  you  despise  Christ,  the  King  ?  Let  your 
heart  break  ;  it  is  Christ  who  speaks  ;  “  Why  will  you 
die  ?” 


